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However, a s  a revolutionary, he was always fearful of counter- 
revolutionaries, and therefore he applied the most ruthless and treach- 
erous means at his disposal to protect his newly established regime. 

ABU JA'FAR AL-MANSUR, 754- 775 

Al-Mansur Proclaimed Caliph 

Hearing the news of his brother's premature death, Abu Ja'far 
hastened hack to Kufa and then to Anbar, where he was proclaimed 
caliph under the title al-Mansur, meaning "the victorious." Al-Mausur 
may he considered the real founder of the Abbasid dynasty for two 
reasons. First, all Abhasid caliphs who ruled the Arah Empire for 
centuries after him were his descendants. Second, during the twenty 
years in which al-Mansur was caliph, he was so successful in crush- 
ing all counterrevolutions and destroying all potential rivals that the 
Abbasid regime became indeed finnly established. He consolidated 
his regime so well that the regnal yearsof the five caliphs immediately 
after him were the most successful and prosperous years in the history 
of the Arah Empire. They were so productive in literature, art, 
philosophy, jurisprudence, and all other branches of science and 
scholarship that historians have rightly referred to them a s  the classi- 
cal period of the Arab Empire. 

Al-Mansur's regime itself was fraught with dangers and difficulties 
so that his reign was one of continuous struggle and bloodshed. How- 
ever, due to his cleverness, ruthlessness, and wily devices, he sur- 
mounted one crisis after another until he finally managed not only to 
survive, hut also to become the undisputed ruler of the empire. 

Al-Mansur Versus Abd-Allah 

The first to oppose al-Mansur was his own uncle Abd-Allah, the 
:,military commander and hero of the great battle of the Zab. He was 
'Bghting the Byzantines in Asia Minor when he learned of the death of 
;al-Saffah and the accession of al-Mansur. Aware that his nephew did 
%ot have a standing army, he proclaimed himself caliph and ordered 
%is troops to march eastward in order to stage a coup against the 
hewly proclaimed caliph. 
. Al-Mansur proved more wily than his uncle. He turned to Abu 
Muslim of Khurasan, whose murder he had plotted shortly before his 
brother's death, and, showering praises upon him, the young caliph 
kon both his allegiance and armed support, Abd-Allah and his army 

oved east, while Ahu Muslim and his troops were moving westward; 
e two commanders met near Nasihin in northern lraq. Islamic annals 
port that besides his regular Arab troops, Abd-Allah's forces 
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included about 17,000 soldiers from Khurasan, whose loyalty to him 
was doubtful. To avoid possible treason on their part, he ordered them 
al l  killed in cold blood-a characteristic act of treachery. This 
enormous butchery undoubtedly enraged Abu Muslim and his  troops, 
who fought gallantly against their enemies, inflicting a ruinous defeat. 
Abd-Allah himself ignominiously fled to his brother in Basra, where 
he lived in hiding most of the time. 

According to some records, a few months la ter  when al-Mansur 
decided to get r id  of his rebellious uncle, he built him a house whose 
foundations included blocks of salt. Giving him a safe conduct, the 
caliph ordered his uncle to move to the new house where he could 
live "safely." When the rainy season came, the whole house reportedly 
collapsed upon the old man, killing him and al l  his household. Thus 
the man who had treacherously slaughtered thousands in Palestine, 
Syria, and Iraq, died a victim of the same perfidy he had himself 
so  frequently perpetrated. 

AL-Mansur versus Abu Muslim 

Abu Muslim's triumph over Abd-Allah represented a tl-emendous 
victory of non-Arab forces over Arabs. Although i t  resulted in estab- 
lishing the rule of the Abbasid caliph, al-Mansur, the main beneficiary 
was the victorious commander himself, who became chief of the only 
military force in the whole empire. The wily caliph knew very well 
that if Abu Muslim and his troops were allowed to return to Khurasan 
they could ally themselves to any counterrevolutionary movement and 
bring about his downfall. Since al-Mansur lacked a military force with 
which to challenge the troops from Khurasan, the battle between the 
caliph and Abu Muslim had to he one of wits and craftiness. 

First ,  al-Mansur sent to the victorious warrior a message praising 
his brilliant victory over the revolution's enemies and expressing his 
full confidence and support. At the end of the message the caliph 
indicated his appreciation of his commander's loyalty by appointing 
him governor of both Egypt and Syria. Abu Muslim, who was on his 
way back home with his  troops, realized from al-Mansur's mes- 
sage that the caliph wanted to separate him from his forces. Ac- 
cordingly, he answered the caliph's message by thanking him for  his 
trust and confidence and politely suggesting that the Abbasid cause 
would be served better by his being in Khurasan rather than Syria. 
Despite the polite correspondence between the caliph and his army 
commander, each one sensed with foreboding the t rue intent of the 
other. Without waiting for the caliph's answer to his  message, Abu 
Muslim continued his eastward march homeward. As soonas al-Mansur 
received Abu Muslim's reply, he understood that his commander was 
firm on rejecting the new appointment. Without wasting time, the 
caliph sent another message approving Abu Muslim's suggestion and 
allowing him to proceed to Khurasan if he would pass f i r s t  by the 
capital and receive his due honors for his victory over the rebels. 
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